
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

RALLY DAY CELEBRATES 
NEW BEGINNINGS!  

 

 A NEW YEAR OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOL BEGINS! 

 WUMC CHOIR RETURNS 
FROM SUMMER BREAK! 

 BIBLE DISTRIBUTION FOR 3 
YEAR OLDS AND 3RD                    
GRADERS! 
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          Pastor David Rittgers             drittgers@woosterumc.org 

          Office Manager, Becky Pickett    office@woosterumc.org 

WUMC in the Community Project! 



Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                
Unless specifically requested by the patient, hospitals are no longer able to call the church, or give us information when we call. 

Recently ill/hospitalized:                                      Recent deaths: Yvonne Durrant 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ! I’m so glad to be with you, members and friends of Wooster UMC, as we begin a 

new season of ministry together. My hope is to not only share weekly sermons with you in worship, but to also                

communicate with you on a regular basis in writing. It seems like this monthly Circuit Rider newsletter may be the best 

place to do that. 

Even though I’ve only been with you for a month, it seems like a lot is already happening. I’m thankful for the warm welcome you gave 

me and my family as we arrived in town. We feel “at home” here in Wooster and have started to get to know many of you. Your grace 

and patience as we learn new names - and just as importantly, your stories - are greatly appreciated! 

Toward the end of July, I wrapped up my first worship series with you talking about one of the practices that Fruitful Congregations   

engage in, which is Radical Hospitality. The idea is as simple as this: as God has welcomed us into God’s family, so we are instructed by 

God to welcome others. Said another way, welcome others the same way that Christ has welcomed you. 

Friends, the Church should be known for great hospitality. Many churches I’ve visited have told me that they are a “friendly” church, 

especially to each other. I always think to myself, “Well, I sure hope so!” It would be a huge disappointment if a church were less than 

friendly to anyone.  

Maybe a better question we should ask is this one: “Is this church hospitable?” Guests are asking, “Will I truly feel welcome here? And 

not just the first time I visit, but when I return next time? Can I envision myself belonging to this community and participating in the life 

of Christ with the people here?” Those are much deeper questions than “Is this a ‘friendly’ church?” 

At this stage of church life in 2023, we have a golden opportunity to show hospitality to a particular group of people. Specially, those 

who are on a pilgrimage to find a new United Methodist Church. You may be aware that several former UM churches in our area have 

recently disaffiliated, meaning they’re no longer United Methodist in name. Among the people who attended those churches, it’s likely 

that some want to remain United Methodist. We, here at Wooster UMC, hope to be the kind of place where those folks might want to 

belong. 

However, I’ve come to realize that being a Lighthouse Church is really only part of what it means for us to be a church whose culture 

oozes with Radical Hospitality. The Lighthouse Church movement in the UMC will last for a season, but fruitful congregations will offer 

hospitality all the time. So, I invite us to take up this challenge together: Let’s aim to be a congregation who not only wants to welcome 

the people who come looking for us, but also a congregation who seeks out and embraces anyone who is seeking to encounter the love 

of God in their lives.  

Thanks Be to God!  

Pastor David Rittgers (drittgers@woosterumc.org) 

Kind  
words  

 

Gracious words are like 
a honeycomb, sweetness 
to the soul, and health to 
the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

To my WUMC church family: Thank you so much for the graduation card and generous gift.                          
Love, Hayley Sleek 

Thank you so much for your generous donations of treats and toys for our pet food pantry. We have been 
very busy and everyone who comes in for pet food is super appreciative. Thanks again for your support. 
The Members of St. James 

Dear Funeral Committee: Thank you for your help with the reception after my husband’s service on July 
8th. My family and I appreciate your assistance.   Best, Gennie Johnston 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

END OF SUMMER FUN! 
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Above & Right: A mission team from 
WUMC worked at Christian                  
Children’s Home of Ohio clearing 
pathways for use by CCHO residents. 

Left: The WUMC kitchen is 
getting a facelift! New  
counters have been          
installed; wall and cabinet 
painting is underway!  

 

Below: Sunday school 
classes are enjoying the 
“Food Truck Party”           
curriculum this summer! 


