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“A Season of Preparation” 
 

Pastor’s Newsletter Article – April 2026 

“Resurrection Joy” 

This year, the beginning of April invites us to experience some of the holiest days of the Christian year as we           
consider the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. On Maundy Thursday (April 2), we remember Jesus’ final 
meal with his disciples. On Good Friday (April 3), we witness Jesus’ suffering on the cross, offering himself for all 
of humanity. The story gives way to joy on the Third Day, Easter Sunday (April 5), when we celebrate the way life 
triumphs over death as Jesus is raised from the grave. An empty tomb proclaims that Christ is alive! 

In the weeks that follow, we’re invited to continue our Easter celebration. Engaging a worship series called 
“Redemption Songs,” the Psalms become songs of freedom—giving melody to a new kind of life made possible by 
the resurrection. They’re poetic witnesses to God’s enduring faithfulness, compassion, and renewal, carrying the 
tension of lament and praise, yearning and fulfillment, weariness and wonder. These ancient songs don’t just           
remember past deliverance; they proclaim that a better future is breaking in. We’re to be more than readers, but 
singers joining the chorus of the redeemed. We seek to uncover how each Psalm sings of hope rising among the 
ruins, of a world being remade, and of people learning to trust joy again. Rather than naïve praises, they‘re              
hard-won hallelujahs, grounded in suffering and resurrected in love. 
 

With Resurrection Joy!   

Pastor David Rittgers 

Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call. 

The Harris family is deeply grateful for the support our church has always given. We feel very much loved and blessed.                                    

Sincerely, Jyotsna Harris  

Thank you for beautiful flowering plant when we were persons of the week—it is still flowering!   Dick & Roberta Kinder 

Thank you for making us persons of the week. The year 2026 has not had a good beginning for us, so it was especially nice for Dr. Wilcox 
to call and to receive notes from several members. The African violet is a bright spot in our home.   Betty & Roger Conner 

I sincerely thank the church for remembering me as person of the week. The little rosebush is really pretty.    Betty Smith 

Thank you to everyone who supported the 66th Annual Youth Spaghetti Dinner! Whether you purchased tickets, sponsored meals for 
first responders or members with limited mobility, donated ingredients, provided desserts, served as a delivery driver, or lifted up the 
dinner and our youth in prayer, your generosity made a difference. Because of you, the proceeds from this special evening will support 
WUMC youth throughout the coming year — including summer camp, the ASP mission trip, youth group, and other meaningful activities 
that help our young people grow in faith and community. 

Thank you for your kindness and support!   Wooster City Firefighters 

Thank you for doing this for our officers!   Wooster City Police 

This is a much appreciated gesture!   Wooster City Dispatch 

Thank you so much! We greatly appreciate you for thinking of us!    Wayne County Corrections Officers 

Thank you so much for offering this!   Wayne County Patrol Officers 

Thank you so much for thinking of us!   Wayne County Dispatch 

Thank you! This is greatly appreciated!   State Highway Patrol 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

 

Above Right & Below Right: Bishop Hee-Soo Jung visited WIUMC and shared 
lunch and conversation with congregation members. 

Above and Below: Whether making meatballs, selling tickets,                 

coordinating deliveries, or serving up dinners, WUMC youth worked 

hard at the 66th Annual Youth Spaghetti Dinner! And their work paid 

off—$2225 was raised for youth missions, camps, and other                

activities. Approximately 130 dined in, 35 carried out, 76 meals were 

delivered to first responders (every meal was sponsored!), and            

10 meals were delivered to WUMC limited mobility members.  

Below Right: Many thanks to Beth and Anna Rittgers, who filled 

hygiene baskets for the women’s restrooms at WUMC! 


