
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

·

 

 

 

The WUMC Endowment           

Scholarship application                

deadline is coming up on August 31.                                                             

Forms are available on our website. 

Wooster UMC • 243 N. Market St. • Wooster OH 44691 • 330.262.5641 

Office Hours:      Monday—Friday   8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

          Pastor David Rittgers             drittgers@woosterumc.org 

          Office Manager, Becky Pickett    office@woosterumc.org 

Coming in September 2024 

 WUMC is offering a plan to help you and your family 

discover how your story aligns with God’s story             

found in the Bible.  

“The Story” invites us to see the Bible as one                    

continuing story of God and God’s people, so we can 

find a thread woven across the Bible from front to 

back that links the smaller biblical stories we may  

already be familiar with to a grand narrative of what 

God is accomplishing in the world. 

See more on page 2! 



Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                                        

Recently ill/hospitalized:                                      Recent deaths:  

 

Finding Our Story Caught Up in God’s Story 

As a follower of Jesus, have you ever said to yourself, “I wish I knew the Bible better”? Or maybe you’ve asked yourself 

questions like “How can I study the Bible without feeling so easily distracted?” or “Am I becoming the person God wants 

me to be – becoming more like Jesus?” 

This coming school year, we’re offering a plan to help you and your family discover how your story aligns with God’s story found in the 

Bible. “The Story” invites us to see the Bible as one continuing story of God and God’s people. What does that mean? It means that we 

can find a thread woven across the Bible from front to back that links the smaller biblical stories we may already be familiar with to a 

grand narrative of what God is accomplishing in the world. 

“The Story” is an abridged, chronological Bible that reads like a novel. In this version of the Scriptures, there are no chapter/verse              

references. Instead, Scripture segments are seamlessly woven together with transition text into a single grand narrative. For those who 

have felt intimidated or overwhelmed by the unabridged Bible, “The Story” helps people understand God’s Word more fully and engage 

with it more easily. “The Story” Bibles will be available for all age ranges including young children, elementary ages, youth, and adult. 

So, how will this all-church Bible focus work in our congregation during the coming school year? Beginning in mid-September, we will 

begin walking through 31 of the most important stories found in the Bible and discover how they’re  connected to one another. Each 

week, these themes will be presented in our worship services through sermons, music, and liturgy. Running in parallel, many of our small 

groups and Sunday School classes will take a deeper look at those same passages when they meet. We hope to see several new small 

groups start. 

We believe that as “The Story” brings the Bible to life, the broad scope of God’s message of redemption demonstrated through the 

grace, truth, love of Jesus will penetrate hearts. People of all ages will be swept up in the story of God’s love and God’s plan for their 

lives. 

Look for more information about “The Story” (including how to purchase Bibles and facilitate/host/participate in small groups) to be 

rolled out during the month of August. If you have questions about “The Story” please contact our Director of Discipleship, Ali Vizzo. 

Grace and Peace in the Lord, 

Pastor David Rittgers 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor’s Ponderings:  

We received a beautiful white tulip plant from WUMC. Thank you for remembering us.    Chuck & Lorraine Butterbaugh 

I was surprised to be chosen as person of the week! I also received a beautiful potted plant which I put on my patio! Thank you for  
thinking of me. God Bless.     Jean Leonard 

Dear Wooster UMC: As I take this summer to reflect on the 2023-2024 school year at Liberty Prep, I can’t help but to feel an               
overwhelming sense of gratitude for the thoughtfulness and generosity bestowed upon us by Pastor David and Wooster UMC. It is                   
because of you that the students of Liberty Prep were able to enjoy their first ever Baccalaureate! This was an experience that our             
students and staff will not soon forget, and one that we will forever be grateful for!       Thank you, Joe Weisend, Principal, Liberty Prep 

WUMC Family: I want to thank you for all your attention and love you have given my great grandchildren, Boston and Tayah Wilson. 
Thank you for your kindness of gifting them their camp experience (they are so excited). They are two very special children who love 
their church, and I am blessed for that! Thank you so much, Doris Snoddy 

Dear Wooster UMC: Thank you for your support and especially our agape gifts. We are in Leslie County, Kentucky finishing a ramp and 
steps for a very nice couple.     ASP 2024 Team: Charles, Maddie. Anna, Deb, Pastor David 

Wooster United Methodist: Thank you so much for the card. Your support means so much to me! xoxo     Alayna H. 

Dear Wooster UMC. Thanks you so much for your hard work this summer! We loved your kindness and all of the growth and leadership 
that was shown. Thank you for giving up a week of your summer to help people in Leslie County!                                                                     
From The Leslie Staff: Kyra, Tyler, Caroline, and Talmadge 
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Above, left, right: The 

WUMC Appalachian 

Service Project Mission 

Team at work and 

play, and with their 

finished project! 

Baptism of Paul Maurer 

Above: WUMC supported The    

Pregnancy Care Center of Wayne 

County by filling baby bottles—          

$993.80 was raised! 

Above: WUMC mission team                 

members at Royal Family Kids Camp. 

Above, left, right: 

WUMC kids at Camp! 


