
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call. 

 

Dealing With Weeds and Roots 

Have you had the “pleasure” of pulling weeds out of your flower garden this summer? I say that in jest, because I 

don’t know of anyone who really enjoys weeding. And yet, it must be done from time to time in order to allow 

other preferable plants to have space to thrive. 

Along the way, I’ve learned something about how best to pull those weeds so that they don’t make a return     

appearance. I suspect you may have learned this lesson, too. The lesson is that you must be sure to pull the entire 

root system out of the ground. Why? Because if you don’t, you can count on those weeds growing back. And then 

you’ll have to start all over again. How frustrating! 

What I’ve also discovered is that for some of the nastiest of the weeds, their root systems can be quite strong. It 

might take a tool and some digging to get far enough below the surface to remove it all. Some root systems are 

surprisingly strong! I guess that’s understandable because for plants, the roots are what feed and nourish what 

we see above ground.  

This is also true for us when we think about human behavior and social systems. What we see in people’s          

behavior—whether for good or for harm—is the “above the ground” part, while often we neglect to see what 

might be “below the ground” causing the behavior.  

As we move into mid-August, we will engage in a worship series called “Roots of Racism” which will explore the 

way that we in the Church, especially here in America, have struggled to eradicate a long-lasting sin that has 

harmed people for many generations. As I preach a series of five sermons, we will see that there have been some 

important choices that the Church has had to make all along the way. Some of these choices have been in       

alignment  with God’s vision for eternal kingdom that celebrates people of all nations, races, and cultures (see 

Revelation 7:9). But if we’re honest, many of the choices the Church has made have caused harm.  

We might ask ourselves: What choices will the Church of this generation make when it comes to dealing with the 

sin of racism? I think this is a very important topic for us as we seek to live more fully into our shared congrega-

tional values—one of those being our desire to be a diverse and inclusive faith community. My hope is that, at the 

very least, we will each increase our awareness about racism. Perhaps we will also be led to take some sort of  

action as we find hope and motivation to reflect the Light of Christ into the world.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor David Rittgers 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor’s Ponderings: August 2025 

Thank you for choosing me for Person of the Week. Thank you for all of the cards and plant for my 40th birthday.   Laurie Reynolds 

To all: Being recognized by my Church family is a special honor. The beautiful Begonia and hand made card from the Trail Seekers is like 
icing on the cake! What a blessing to be part of a caring church. Thank you, Bev DeHaan. 
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Above and Left: WUMC youth 

having fun at the 2025 Alive 

Music Festival. 

 

Below: One of WUMC’s                

authors, Tom Poremba, shared 

his books with those who 

attended the monthly Lunch 

Bunch gathering. 

Left: VBS kids, with              

the help of Ellen               

MacMaster and some 

other adult helpers, 

stuffed 29 brightly       

colored teddy bears 

that were delivered to 

the Wooster Fire Dept. 

and will be distributed 

on calls that intersect 

with kids to provide 

some comfort in what 

might be a scary                

situation. 


