
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                                        

Recently ill/hospitalized:                 Recent deaths: Dick Smith                                   

 

 

Where do you plan to travel this holiday season? Is someone traveling to come and see you? The time between Thanksgiv-
ing and New Year’s, including Christmas, is one of the busiest travel seasons of the year. As a child, I used to look forward to 
an annual trip to the New York City area to spend a few days with my extended family. The anticipation of experiencing the 
hustle and bustle of city life and seeing family made me eager to take those trips again and again. 

Where will your travels take you? We’re so often focused on the destination in our travels. “Where are you going?” is the 
most common question upon hearing that someone is heading out of town. While the destination is perhaps the main            
reason for deciding to “go,” it’s often the journey itself that offers the most memorable moments – whether frustrating or 
delightful.  

This Advent season, we will pay attention not just to the final destination of Christmas. We will also attune ourselves to the 
places where events occurred that led to a starry night on which a child was born who would change the world. Along the 
way, we will be invited to ponder our own milestones, including the progress and the potholes “on the way.”  

“On the Way to Bethlehem” is a worship series developed by Marcia McFee (Worship Design Studio) and inspired by the 
book “On the Way to Bethlehem: An Advent Study” by Rob Fuquay. Below is our weekly schedule of worship themes: 

Dec. 1 - First Sunday of Advent – “Rome: A Place of Longing (Hope)”  

Dec. 8 - Second Sunday of Advent – “Jerusalem: A Place of Waiting (Peace)”  

Dec. 15 - Third Sunday of Advent – “Nazareth: A Place of Simplicity (Joy)” 

Dec. 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent – “Bethlehem: A Place of Humility (Love)” 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve – “The Manger: A Place of Care” 

Dec. 29 – First Sunday After Christmas – “Persia: A Place of Return” 

PRAYER: Dear Lord, may I become more aware this season of the journey of my life. Help me to see and discover you as my 
Guide. As I make my way to Christmas, may I step aside from the daily destinations of life to consider where my journey is 
ultimately taking me and where you want to lead me. Help me to be open to sights and stops you want to show me as I go, 

so that when I arrive at Christmas, I will be at a new starting point of my journey. Amen. 

P.S. - As a family update, our journey has taken an unexpected turn – you could think of it as a detour of sorts. The hip sur-
gery that Beth was originally scheduled to have on November 21 has been delayed by five weeks to December 27. The delay 
comes as a result of IV saline shortage. We’re thankful for those who have reached out and kept Beth in your prayers. 

With Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love in Christ, Pastor David Rittgers (drittgers@woosterumc.org) 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor’s Ponderings: “On Our Way to Bethlehem” 

 

Thank you so much for your generous support of our youth group's bake sale. Your donations and purchases helped us raise funds for 
the ASP Mission Trip and Summer Camp. We are grateful for your kindness and support.     Sincerely, WUMC Youth and Kids  

I wanted to thank you all for making me the Person of the Week. The flowers were beautiful, and I have so appreciated all the cards I 
have received welcoming me to the WUMC Family. I feel truly blessed to be a part of a community of so many kind members.                  
All the best and with thanks, David Smailes 

A heartfelt thank you to all of those who worked, brought food to share and attended this year’s Feast of Thanks. There was plenty of 
food and fellowship.      Nikki Reynolds 

A special shoutout to Nikki, who had Feast of Thanks organized down to the last detail - which should come as no surprise to anyone 
that knows her well. Even though the announcements said that Nikki and I were the event organizers, 99.9% of the work was done by 
Nikki. Thanks to all who came, and special thanks to all who volunteered to help.      Bob Reynolds, Church Council Chair 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers and the many cards I received as Person of the Week. They were much appreciated.     Nancy Ayres 
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Above: The WUMC congregation 

shared a meal at Feast Of Thanks. 

Left: Leaves were raked and 

WUMC grounds were spruced up 

at the WUMC Work Day.                

Below: WUMC youth packaged 

meals at Project Feed. 

Far left: WUMC was 

a Spooky Sprint 

Stop at the Heart & 

Ghoul Walk/Run for 

United Way; many 

WUMC members 

took part! 

 

Near left: Youth 

held a bake sale to 

raise money for the 

ASP misison trip 

and summer camp. 

Left: Ladies Night Out provided an 

opportunity to enjoy dessert and 

crafting. 

Above right and near right: WUMC 

students decorate the glass door en-

tryway.  
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