
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Office Hours:      Monday—Friday   8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 
 

          Pastor David Rittgers             drittgers@woosterumc.org 

          Office Manager, Becky Pickett    office@woosterumc.org 



Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                                        

Recently ill/hospitalized:                                      Recent deaths: Shirley Carmean 

 

 

About eight days after Jesus said these things, he took Peter, John, and James, and went up on a mountain to 
pray. As he was praying, the appearance of his face changed and his clothes flashed white like lightning. Two 
men, Moses and Elijah, were talking with him. They were clothed with heavenly splendor and spoke about 
Jesus’ departure, which he would achieve in Jerusalem. Peter and those with him were almost overcome by 
sleep, but they managed to stay awake and saw his glory as well as the two men with him. 
 

As the two men were about to leave Jesus, Peter said to him, “Master, it’s good that we’re here. We should construct three 
shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—but he didn’t know what he was saying. Peter was still speaking 
when a cloud overshadowed them. As they entered the cloud, they were overcome with awe. 
 

Then a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, my chosen one. Listen to him!”  Even as the voice spoke, Jesus was found 
alone. They were speechless and at the time told no one what they had seen. (Luke 9:28-36, Common English Bible) 
 

While up on the Mountain of Transfiguration, three of Jesus’ closest disciples heard a voice from heaven declare, “Listen to 

him!” (v. 35). It’s one thing to hear someone speak words and phrases, but it’s so easy for us to allow those words to go in 

one ear and out the other.  
 

It’s an entirely different thing for us to truly listen to what someone is saying to us and to absorb the deeper meaning of 

what is being said. Our invitation this Lent is to truly listen to Jesus.  
 

The forty days of the Lenten season leading up to Easter invite us to make the journey to the Cross with Jesus. As we travel 

there, we’re invited to lean in and listen deeply to him. It’s only by truly listening to him that our lives are radically trans-

formed. 
 

This year, the season of Lent begins on Valentine’s Day. Perhaps that will inspire us to meditate on the overwhelming love 

God has for each of us. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a season that’s meant to prepare us for the events of 

Holy Week and, ultimately, the great Easter celebration where we stand in awe of God’s power in the Resurrection of Jesus. 

I’m excited that several young people from our Confirmation Class will be leading various parts of the Ash Wednesday Ser-

vice, which will begin at 7:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary. 
 

Please look around this newsletter for details about Lenten activities, including Sunday Evening Community Lenten Services 

at various UM churches in the Wooster area, Experiential Prayer in the Chapel, and more. Let’s make space to Listen to     

Jesus this Lent. 
 

Grace and Peace, Pastor David Rittgers (drittgers@woosterumc.org) 

On behalf of CCHO, thank you for the kind gift of winter hats, gloves, and socks for the kids we serve here! Thanks for backing our kids as 
we help them know and experience their worth in Christ. May god bless your church with a wonderful 2024!                                             
Kevin Engle, Director of Development, CCHO 
 

Thank you so much for choosing Ralph and me as the Persons of the Week. The pink tulips are beautiful. Thanks again.                                   
Love, Ralph & Phyllis Woods 
 

Thank you for your homemade assortment of donations to the Pregnancy Care Center. We appreciate your support!                                             
Sincerely, PCC Staff (And thank you to Ellen MacMaster for donating these items!) 
 

Your contribution has made a profound impact on our organization, allowing the Boys & Girls Club of Wooster to continue its mission 
and make a meaningful difference in the local community. As we celebrate our tenth anniversary this year, your dedication to Wooster 
youth has truly marked a “decade of difference”. Your ongoing commitment has been instrumental in our growth and success over the 
years. Thank you for your unwavering support and for being a crucial part of our journey!   Andy Badertscher, Board Member  

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor’s Ponderings: Listen to Jesus 

For Immediate Release: January 24, 2024 

From: The Offices of Communications from the East 

Ohio Conference and the West Ohio Conference 

 

A special-called session of the North Central             

Jurisdiction (NCJ) Jurisdictional Conference of The 

United Methodist Church was held on Tuesday,                 

January 23 “for the sole purpose of approving new 

episcopal areas for episcopal assignments to be 

effective September 1, 2024.” 

Delegates to this special-called NCJ Jurisdictional 

Conference voted to form two new episcopal areas, 

one to include the East Ohio Conference and the 

West Ohio Conference, and one to include the 

Northern Illinois Conference and the Wisconsin  

Conference. The two conferences in each new  

episcopal area will share one bishop. 

By the action of the special session, the North           

Central Jurisdiction will transition from nine to seven 

episcopal areas. The North Central Jurisdiction 

Committee on the Episcopacy assigns the bishops 

to the episcopal areas and all assignments will be 

announced at the NCJ Jurisdictional Conference 

July 10-13 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The new 

episcopal areas and the bishop assignments to each 

of the seven episcopal areas will be effective          

September 1. 

Executive staff leaders and members of the             

Committee on the Episcopacy in both the East Ohio 

Conference and the West Ohio Conference have 

been engaged in strategic conversations to explore 

the sharing of an episcopal leader since the NCJ 

Committee on the Episcopacy proposed the                

possibility during the 2022 Jurisdictional                       

Conference. 

7pm


