
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                                        

Dr. Richard “Rev” William Smith Sr, Memorial  service is March 8 at 11:00am.  

 

“A Lenten Invitation” 

Wednesday, March 5 marks the beginning of this year’s Lenten season. I invite you to attend our Ash 

Wednesday worship service held in the sanctuary that evening at 7:00p. Ashes will be imposed in the 

sign of the cross upon people’s foreheads as a symbol of repentance.  

What is Lent and why do we observe it? The Lenten season is a 40-day period of preparation (not 

including Sundays) between Ash Wednesday and Easter. This year, Easter Sunday is April 20, which is 

one of the latest dates on which Easter can fall. Lent is observed as a solemn and reflective time of the 

Christian year in which people make an intentional effort to grow in their relationship with God.            

Traditionally, people practice spiritual disciplines such as prayer, fasting, repentance, and self-denial. 

We do these things in order to position ourselves so that God can be at work in our lives, offering us 

the grace that produces good fruit in us (Galatians 5:22-23).  

Earlier this year, we identified a set of key Shared Values which help our congregation answer the 

question, “WHO are we?” Those values are: Serving Others, Spiritual Growth, Inclusion and Diversity, 

Cherishing Children/Youth/Families, and Stewardship of God’s Resources. See the graphic at right for 

more detail about what those values mean. 

During this year’s Lenten season, we will continue to make progress in our Visioning Process for our 

congregation by asking the “WHY” question. Specifically, the question is: “Why Do We Exist?” Another 

way to ask it is: “What is our PURPOSE?” 

A Scripture passage about the purpose of Christ’s Church will be featured each week during Lent, 

inspiring us to reflect on why we (the church) exist. In order to reflect on these passages well, we’re 

inviting you to be creative with your responses. Over the course of the Lenten season, collectively, we 

will create an art gallery in our hallways with various expressions of artwork such as pictures, 

paintings, poetry, and other handmade items, which will be hung on wall space. 

A hub of activity during Lent will be our Chapel, a space near Wesley Hall, where you can find                    

materials and designated space to be creative anytime you are at the church. Please take time to visit 

the Chapel to find more instructions about how to participate in this all-church activity. 

I look forward to sharing this Lenten season with you as we commit to this period of intentional              

spiritual growth for our entire congregation. 

Lenten Blessings in Christ Jesus, 

 

Pastor David Rittgers 
 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor s Ponderings:  

Thank you for your support, whether you purchased tickets for yourself, a first responder, or a limited mobility member, sponsored ingredients, made 

deliveries, or provided a dessert, your support of WUMC youth is very much appreciated!    Spaghetti Dinner Team    

Dear friends, It was so kind of you choosing me for Person of the Week. I really enjoyed the cards 

and the beautiful plant. Thank you very much, Linda Crouch 

Verna Oehlenschlager, having returned home on January 20, and her family would like to thank eve-

ryone who prayed, sent cards, visited, and generally sent well wishes for her recovery during the 

past few weeks since December 22. 

Dear faithful servants of Jesus @ Wooster UMC– What a joy to worship with you via Facebook on 

this icy Sunday morning. The excellence you put into your worship of God is indicative of the Spirit 

moving in and through you and is congruent with your investment in growing deeper in love with 

God, each other and our neighbors near and far. I am grateful to be in partnership with you for 

God’s purposes. Rev. Cara Stoltz Costello 
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Above: Discussion following the Screenagers viewing at WUMC. 

Congregation and community members gathered to discuss the 

effects of social media on kids today.  

Left: More beautiful cards 

made by Janis Kenney!  

Below: Women’s Retreat 

Above: 80+ items were donated to area Give and Take Pantries,  

including the one at Jo’s Garden on Larwill Street, as part of an            

ongoing collection. 

Below: Warming up on a cold day of tubing! 


