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“A Season of Preparation” 
The season of Lent us upon us. It’s a season of preparation for what lies ahead – namely, the suffering, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus. In this time of waiting, we look inward, opening ourselves in a most intentional way to the work that God would like 
to do in and through us.  

Alongside our local church’s usual Lenten activities, we have some special opportunities to connect to the larger church this 
year. These events give us chances to look beyond ourselves to the way God is at work in our community, state, region, and 
beyond. They allow us to learn from others to see the new thing God is doing in our midst. I’d like to highlight a few of these 
for you. 

First, during the Lenten season, we continue our annual tradition of combining worship with other area United Methodist 
Churches with Sunday afternoon Lenten services (4:00 p.m.). Look for a schedule of these in this newsletter. We will host the 
service on Palm Sunday, March 29. 

Next, we have the joy of welcoming our episcopal leader, Bishop Hee-Soo Jung to our church. He will be here for about an 
hour on Thursday, March 12 at the Noon lunch hour. Please plan to stop by to share a meal, hear from him, ask questions, and 
pray. His questions for us include: 

1. Do they have faith?  

2. Do they have fire? 

3. Do they have fruit? 
 

Looking beyond Easter, there are two wonderful United Methodist events being planned right here in the state of Ohio,  
meaning we can drive there! My hope is to not only attend these myself, but to gather a larger group of staff and laity to    
experience these future-focused events together. Please let me or one of our office staff (Ali, Tina, Stacy) know of your             
interest. 

“Change the World” Conference - April 23-24 at Ginghamsburg UMC (Tipp City, OH)  

This conference is for leaders and everyday disciples who want to envision ministry beyond yesterday's models. The future is 
not something we fear. It’s where God is already leading. 

https://ginghamsburg.org/change-the-world/ 

“Rise Up” School of Congregational Development - August 2-5 (Columbus, OH) 

Across the church, something is stirring. New communities are emerging. Fresh leaders are stepping forward. God is on the 
move—often beyond familiar walls, often through courageous experimentation. SCD 2026 is where those movements,              
questions, and hopes come together.  

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/rise-up-together-shaping-the-church-were-becoming 
 

Grateful to be on the Journey with Jesus and You!  Pastor David Rittgers 

Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call. 

Dear Wooster UMC: Thank you for your donation to cover the cost of pies from Troyer’s for our Wooster OHuddle Hour. 
This was such a simple way to bring smiles and ease stress for teachers, mentors, and school staff heading into the holidays. 
I know so many stories of people who cashed in their pie coupon—to make their holiday travel easier, to make their kids 
smile with a surprise pie, and one who said “this came in clutch” after they broke their wrist before Christmas. Thank you 
for being part of our pie!   Sincerely, Natalie Ramseyer & the OHuddle Team. 

Dear Wooster UMC: Last year, we celebrated an incredible milestone—50 years of dedication, growth, and impact. Your 
generous donation ensures that the legacy we built over the past 50 years will continue Helping People Change Direction.   
Warm Regards, Bobbi Douglas, Executive Director 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

 

Above: Ladies were nourished, both physically and spiritually, at the                

Women’s Retreat at Camp Wanake! 

Below and Right: To kick off the season of Lent with WUMC kids, they made 

soft pretzels (with the help of youth) during Sunday School this week.  

Soft pretzels have been used as a symbol during Lent for many years—kids 

learned why as the pretzels were made. 

Left, Above & Right: A group of 

WUMC families and friends hit 

the slopes for Glow Tubing at 

Snow Trails. 


