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Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                                        

Recently ill/hospitalized:                                      Recent deaths: Eva Miller 

 

 

When I first started at Wooster UMC ten months ago, I emphasized my hope that we would live into a vision 
of being a Program-Sized Church. What do I mean by Program-Sized? Think of it as a congregation that’s able 
to offer a variety of programming (worship, discipleship, mission). 

Program-Sized churches employ multiple staff leaders to give direction to those efforts and to help laypeople get involved. 
In this post-Covid era, I think we’re well on our way to making that a reality and are currently seeking to add more leader-
ship support in the area of Discipleship. 

A strength of a congregation like ours is that we have the resources to provide a variety of options people can choose to 
participate in. An example of that would be in the area of Mission. 

Just this year, we’ve spoken about and invited the congregation to consider participating in a variety of mission-related 
efforts. Some are happening here in our local area, while others are happening farther away, including around the globe. 
Some efforts invite us to contribute money, some invite us to make and/or donate tangible items, others invite us to roll up 
our sleeves to do hard work, and still others invite us to simply show up and be present with others who need to know that 
someone cares. I hope you’re hearing the variety and choice in these options. 

Once in a while, we may ask the entire congregation to get behind an “All-Church” type of campaign, such as when funds 
were raised to build new dorms for women attending Africa University. But, by and large, it’s unrealistic to think that every-
one will get involved with every-thing. There are just too many needs to be met. So, that’s why we work together. 

What that means is it’s ok to pick and choose mission efforts that seem important to you, ones that you’re drawn to for 
whatever reason. What’s important to me is that everyone would choose to be involved in at least one way to bless people 
in some practical, meaningful way. 

Can you imagine what it would look like if every person in the congregation found at least one way to be involved in serving 
others? That would be amazing! And what would it look like if every person in the congregation was also involved in a group 
that helped grow their faith? 

While we’re larger than many churches around us, by no means would I consider Wooster UMC to be a “huge” congrega-
tion. I realize that our congregation was of an even greater size, with multiple pastors, in previous generations. However, by 
the same token, I don’t see us as a “small” family-sized church either, where the expectation is that everyone knows every-
one else and that everyone is expected to participate in everything that goes on. What’s important is that you discover 
smaller groups within the church where you can connect, grow, and serve. 

I celebrate being part of a church with options! As we move from the season of Easter toward Pentecost, I wish you joy and 

hope as we live empowered by the Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God! 

Peace, Pastor David Rittgers  

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor’s Ponderings: A Church with Options 

Thank you for all of the wonderful cards, messages, flowers and visits from so many friends as we are going through a difficult time. We 
appreciate everything that the church family has been doing. Have a blessed week!     Jyotsna & Ishwar Harris 

Thank you to Pastor David Rittgers and the whole Methodist crew for all the wonderful work they did at the Larwill Street Gardens! It 
looks absolutely awesome.   David Giffiths 

Thank you for the lovely flowers I received as Person of the Week. They made my birthday special!   Shirley Bauman 
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Left: Director of Youth Ministries Deb Clow participated in a ASP 
Mission Trip 

Right: A greeting with an Amazon gift card was sent to 8 WUMC 
college students! 
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Thanks to Jack Bardall  

for all his tireless work on the 

WUMC flower beds! 
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