A message Pastor David received from Paul Maurer, who was baptized here at WUMC
last summer and is serving in the Middle East. Keep Paul in your prayers as he finishes
= his service and returns to Wooster in May.

Good morning Pastor, all is well here in the Middle East. We’ve been performing flight

_ operations against the militia known as the Houthis. | hope all is well back home and
that Wooster’s flowers are starting to bloom. Faith has been a foundation in this deploy-
ment and has been something I lean into every night before bed, praying for the well
being of our navy, our mission and those back home we protect and serve. We will be
home near middle/end of May. With me in the first picture is AO3 Nunez from Brooklyn,
New York and AO3 Little from Springfield, Ohio. My rank is also AO3. | am looking for-
ward to returning home and being reacquainted with everyone. Please stay safe and
healthy.
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The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.



Pastor’'s Newsletter

“Program-Sized: A Church with Options”

When | first started at Wooster UMC two years ago, | emphasized my hope that we would live into a vision of being of
what’s called a Program-Sized Church. What do | mean by Program-Sized? Think of it as a congregation that can offer a
variety of choices for how people can be involved in activities like worship, discipleship, and serving others. Program-Sized
churches employ multiple staff leaders who don’t try and do it all themselves; rather, they give direction to those efforts
and help laypeople lead and get involved. A strength of a congregation like ours is that we still have enough human,
financial, and facility resources to provide a variety of options people can choose to participate in.

One example of that is in the area of Missions. We’ve invited the congregation to consider participating in a variety of
mission-related efforts. Some are happening here in our local area, while others take place farther away, around the globe.
Some efforts invite us to contribute money, some invite us to make and/or donate tangible items, others invite us to roll up
our sleeves to do hard work, and still others invite us to simply show up and be present with others who need to know that
someone cares. | hope you’re hearing the variety and ability to choose amongst these options.

Once in a while, we may ask the entire congregation to participate in an “All-Church” type of campaign, such as our year-
long “The Story” discipleship focus which has provided the themes for our worship services and several small groups.
Another all-church example is when funds were raised to build new dorms and raise scholarships for women attending
Africa University. Yet, by and large, it’s unrealistic to think that EVERY-one will get involved with EVERY-thing.

| think there’s a different question we should consider—actually two questions. First, can you imagine what it would look
like if EVERY person in the congregation was involved in a group that helped grow their faith? And second, what would it
look like if EVERY person in the congregation found at least one way to serve others using their gifts? That would be
amazing, right?! It might remind us of the beautiful passages we read in the book of Acts that describe the early church,
empowered by the Holy Spirit (See Acts 2:42-27 and 4:32-35).

While we certainly have more people involved in congregational life than many churches around us, by no means would |
consider Wooster UMC to be a “large” congregation. | realize that our congregation was of an even greater size at one time,
with multiple appointed pastors. However, | don’t think many of us believe that we would function well as a “small”
family-sized church either, where the expectation is that everyone knows everyone else and that everyone is expected to
participate in everything that goes that goes on. And so, what’s important is that you discover smaller groups within the
church where you can connect, grow, and serve.

| celebrate being part of a church with options! As we move from the season of Easter toward Pentecost, | wish you joy and
hope as we live empowered by the Holy Spirit! Thanks be to God!

Pastor David Rittgers

00 Kind words

QO@ Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body. Proverbs 16:24

“Dear Methodist Church family, We really appreciate your gift of stuffed Easter Eggs for our annual neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt.
It’s so wonderful how our downtown churches work together! In Christian Love, Chris Hudson ~ Central Christian Church

“Dear faithful people of Christ @ Wooster UMC—What a gift to worship with you and the body of Christ in the Wooster area UMC’s

afternoon Lenten worship this past Sunday. The Spirit of Christ is evidenced among you in your warm welcome and generous hospitality.

Thank you for extending the love of Jesus so beautifully - it is this which transforms hearts, communities, the world in light of God’s
kingdom. | pray for you all a powerful experience with the risen Christ in this Easter season and always. In His name ~ Rev. Cara”

“Thank you for making me the Person of the Week. The plant is beautiful and | have enjoyed the cards. Your thoughtfulness is much
appreciated. Audrey Moorhead”

Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.
Recent deaths: 4/12 Alta Bucher. 4/17 Joann Strauch
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