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Keeping Christmas Well: The Redemption of Scrooge 

He has shown strength with his arm; 
  he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things  
  and sent the rich away empty. (Luke 1:51-53, NRSVUE) 

How can we “keep Christmas well” and not settle for being “a Humbug?” This year’s Advent/Christmas worship 
and discipleship series “The Redemption of Scrooge” invites us to take a look at how living in God’s economy of 
grace and justice is the antidote to our addiction to money, success, exclusion, and looking out for ourselves.  

In Charles Dickens’ classic tale “A Christmas Carol,” the chimes of the clock-tower provide a wake-up call for 
Ebenezer Scrooge, turning him away from his resentment and fear, and isolation.  The cultural context into which 
Dickens placed his powerful Christmas story was 1800’s England, a time of great divide between rich and poor, a 
time not unlike our own.  

His main character, Ebenezer Scrooge, believed that the only redeeming value in life was found in hoarding more 
and more money. He lives in resentment and fear, watching out only for himself.  Scrooge has a prescription for 
humanity at the beginning of the story, saying that the poor have only themselves to blame and would be better 
off dead. “Bah Humbug!” 

God’s economy, on the other hand, says that there’s enough resources for all and that all are worthy of                       
abundance of life, joy, and freedom. It’s only when Scrooge realizes that he has the power to change the                       
destructive course he’s on that his fear is transformed into joy. As Christmas Day arrives, celebrating the birth of 
the Christ Child, Ebenezer Scrooge cannot contain his exuberance at being given the gift of living-truly living                     
another day.  

In this season of gift-giving, how will our lives continue to be a gift and a blessing for the sake of “every one?”            
Will we “make change” and move toward the richness of peace for all, or will we continue to be chained by the                  
poverty of exclusion? The question lies at the heart of a story which explores Christmas Past, Christmas Present, 
and Christmas Future. 

“Keeping Christmas Well” isn’t about signs of our own prosperity, but signs of our own redemption-getting our 
true selves back so that we might give of ourselves with joy. Just as God’s presence was born anew into this 
world, we too can be born anew, woken up, and redeemed into renewed life, joy, passion, generosity, humility, 
and love. 

 I hope you will take advantage of a multitude of opportunities to engage with Dickens’ classic story this Advent 
and Christmas season—including through our Advent and Christmas Eve worship services, small groups, and    
several performances of the show in our local area.  
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, Pastor David Rittgers 

Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call. 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Thank you for choosing us as Persons of the Week. We enjoyed the beautiful fall flowering plant that was delivered and the many cards 

received from church members. Thank you for thinking of us.     Blessings, Terry & Sarah Beck 

Thank you so much for picking me as the Person of the Week. The flowers are beautiful. I love my church family.   Phyllis Woods 
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Above: Pizza & Pumpkins for youth at the 

home of the Vizzos.    


