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A Season of Gratitude and Celebration 

We’re moving into the last quarter of the year. For me, these final months have often been a time of 
looking back with gratitude and appreciation for all that’s happened during the entire year. Perhaps you 
take time to do the same kind of thing as the year winds down. 

For generations, the American celebration of the culmination of harvest has been the Thanksgiving Feast. By that time of the 
year, the laborers’ work is done, the harvest has been bountiful, and portions of the harvest have been distributed to all 
who share in the experience. Although we’re not nearly as much of an agrarian society as we used to be, we can still see the 
theme of the harvest woven into the extravagant Thanksgiving meals for which we gather to share and celebrate with our 
loved ones. 

In the same way, as people of faith, we want to engage in a spiritual celebration which will joyfully give praise and thanks to 
God for the work of seed planting, cultivation, and harvest in our lives. How we celebrate our spiritual growth says some-
thing important about Who we believe is doing the work of providing abundance and blessing in our lives. If we celebrate 
with joy, our generosity not only shows the depth of our faith, but it also gives glory to God. 

One of the ways we can celebrate God’s goodness is to realize the impact of being part of a faith community such as the one 
we have here at Wooster United Methodist Church. Pastor Adam Hamilton of Church of the Resurrection UMC in the Kansas 
City area has often asked: 

Why might people choose to believe in Jesus? 

Why might people choose to be part of a church? 

Why might people choose to be part of your church? 

I’ve found these questions helpful as I think about the impact that being connected to the Body of Christ makes in people’s 
lives. With that in mind, let me ask you, “How has being part of this congregation made an impact on your life?” It’s a great 
question to reflect      upon. 

Allow me to go a step further and ask, “Would you be willing to share your answer to that question?” As you know, I’ve 
been in the habit of sharing “Impact Moments” in our worship services using video clips. I’ve been hoping to expand this 
witness to what God is doing with us to include more and more voices. Maybe that includes yours! If you’d be willing to 
share your thoughts about how being part of this faith community has made an impact on you, I’d love to capture that on 
video. Just let me know and we can arrange a time to make it happen. 

With Gratitude in Christ, Pastor David Rittgers (drittgers@woosterumc.org) 

Pastor’s Page 

 

Dear Wooster UMC: What a joy to deliver a carload of supplies to Flat Rock following my visit on August 11th. These sup-
plies will be  mmediately put to good use by our individuals. Thank you! Thanks also, for the many people who lent a help-
ing hand during that morning. You are all so deeply appreciated. May God continue to bless your work and worship, there in 
lovely Wooster, Ohio!     Warmest blessings, Rose Darling, Church & Community Engagement Coordinator with Flat Rock 
Homes. 

Good news, the electric chair lift is in place. We really appreciate all your help and support from the church! Thanks a      
million.     Jyotsna & Ishwar Harris 

Members of WUMC: Thank you for naming us “Persons of the Week”. We are enjoying the plant. Several people kindly sent 
cards. I know many are praying for us as I recover from surgery and am having chemotherapy.     Betty & Roger Conner 

    Kind  words  
      Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 
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