
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call.                                                        

Recently ill/hospitalized:  Alta Bucher, Betty Conner                                   Recent deaths:  

 

This school year, I have two transformational goals that I’d like you to know about, because these will only be successful with your involvement. Both relate 

to the entire congregation. I’ve been praying about them for some time and sense that God is leading us in this direction. 

THE FIRST GOAL is designed to deepen our discipleship. Beginning on Rally Day, Sunday, September 15, we will engage in “The Story: The Bible as One          

Continuing Story of God and God’s People” which is designed to help us find our own stories in God’s story. We’ll do that by taking a look at the broad 

scope of many of the most important stories found in the Bible. We hope you’ll choose to get involved in three ways. 

FIRST: It all starts with an abridged version of the Bible which reads like a novel, linking story after story chronologically to he lp us experience God’s 

story in a fresh way. People who have struggled to read the entire Bible in the past say that “The Story” has kept them engaged. We have age-appropriate 

versions of “The Story” for young children, elementary, youth, and adults that can be purchased at the new Welcome Center. 

SECOND: We hope you’ll attend worship services regularly, where I will preach on these stories and our music/liturgy will coordinate. We hope to immerse 

ourselves in these stories to see the relationship between God and humankind and discern how these may apply to us today. 

THIRD: We hope that you’ll choose to take part in a smaller group for further conversation, encouragement, and prayer on these themes. Some of our 

current groups will make “The Story” their theme this year. We also plan to begin a few new adult small groups on this theme. 

THE SECOND GOAL is to develop and discover a Clear and Compelling Vision for our congregation’s future. Coming out of COVID, a long period of UMC 

uncertainty, and an unusual pastoral transition (2023), we need to have a clear sense of WHO we are, WHY we exist, and WHERE we’re going in order to 

give direction to the ministry work that we do as a congregation.  

After being here for a year and getting to know you, it seems like a great time to engage in a process that will benefit us far beyond this year. In case you’re 

wondering, yes, this visioning process is connected to the work I will be doing through Dakota Wesleyan University. Our largest assignment is an Applied 

Project, which I’ve been doing some preliminary work on over the last month. I am the “project manager” but will need your help to make it happen. 

As I’ve taken time to think and pray about it, it seems clear to me that one of the best things we can do right now is develop a Clear and Compelling Vision, 

so that we can take action in the direction God would have us go at this point in our church’s history. 

To get there, we’ll need to take several more steps: 

First, to discover WHO we are (Shared Values) 

Second, to remember our WHY (Purpose, reason for existence) 

And then we can figure out WHERE we’re headed (Our Vision) 

Beyond that point, we’ll figure out HOW to get there (Mission/Strategy) 

By the end of Spring, we should have a Clear and Compelling Vision in place which will give direction to our congregation for the next 5-10 yrs. 

I hope you can sense my enthusiasm about these two major goals for this coming year. I hope you will choose to participate at various points along the 

way. Thanks for the ways that you are choosing to make a difference in the lives of others for the sake of Christ!  

Grace and Peace in the Lord,  Pastor David Rittgers 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

WUMC would like to thank Meals Together Director, Pat Merrill for providing several side dishes and cookies as well as the Missions Committee who 
donated funds to cover the food we supplied for the Buckeye Street Picnic on July 27. 
 

The Buckeye Street cookout went well, it was in the high '80s and so turnout was a little low but we still had about 50 people come and among them 
were a lot of children. I am in the process of building a small gazebo / amphitheater at the Buckeye Street Green and I am hoping that in the future a 
multitude of events can be held there. Thanks again and please extend my things to all who helped with the cookout, Even though it was not as well 
attended as last year's,  it was still a success. Thank you thank you thank you.     David Griffith, Buckeye St. Neighborhood 
 

Thanks for all your help with Sunday’s service. I was so blown away by the wonderful help the church provided from the moment I entered the doors. 
The donation…wow…what a lot of supplies, which will be delivered to Flat Rock!  Rose Darling, Flat Rock Homes 
 

Dear Church Family: Just a note to thank you for the beautiful kalanchoe plant. It certainly brightens things up. We both thank you for naming us            
Persons of the Week.     Clyde & Joanne Ebert 
 

I’d like to thank everyone who sent me a card. The wishes were uplifting, and I appreciate all the support.     Thanks, Nancy Franck 
 

Dear WUMC: All of us at Boys & Girls Club can’t begin to thank you enough for your very generous donation. Because of you, our kids are closer than 
ever to reaching their full potential. We are thrilled to have your support—your gift makes a real difference, empowering our young members to dream 
bigger and build brighter futures. We are honored to have you as part of our community.      Sincerely, Jon Hutchison 
 

Dear WUMC Family: Thank you for the beautiful plant we received as Persons of the Week. Also, we would like to thank everyone who sent us cards 
and notes. They were very much appreciated.   Clayton & Zella Arnholt 
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