
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
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Please keep the church informed of illness and hospitalization of any person who may need a caring visit or phone call. 

 

Exciting Times Ahead! 

As the summer of 2025 comes to a close, exciting things are on the horizon for our congregation! After a summer chock full 

of meaningful mission/service opportunities near and far, we’re about to resume many of our usual activities for the school 

year including Bible studies, music rehearsals, children’s and youth activities, support groups, and much more. You may no-

tice that many of these activities are designed to help us live more fully into our congregational values, such as a Tuesday 

morning Bible study on the topic of refugees.  

On September 14, we hold our annual Rally Sunday, the day when Sunday School classes for all age groups resume. Youth 

group activities will also resume that evening. New this year is a Ministry Fair that will be held in Wesley Hall that same day. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for people to browse and explore ways to get involved in groups for spiritual growth, serving 

others, and building significant relationships within our church community.  

This Fall is also a time for us to begin to take action on some of the God-sized vision ideas that we brainstormed in the 

Spring. We have already had one group meeting around the topic of developing health and wellness ministries for our      

congregation and local community. Other groups will start meeting soon as well. On Sunday, September 21, another        

visioning conversation will begin when our guest, Brad Aycock, will come and share ideas with us about Fresh Starts and 

New Beginnings. Plan to hear from Brad at 11:30a following worship.  

During the month of October, we will press into our shared congregational value of Stewardship. I want to invite us to be-

come more intentional about how we connect the dots between our spiritual lives and how we give generously as stewards 

of what God has provided.  

November is full of special themes including All Saints’ Sunday, Feast of Thanks, and Hanging of the Greens. Speaking of 

Advent and Christmas, I can go ahead and let you know that our worship themes for the holiday season will be based on 

Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” and the radical transformation that happened in the heart of Ebenezer Scrooge. We 

are currently planning some special outings to view “A Christmas Carol” in the movie theater and on stage, so stay tuned for 

that. Our children and youth will share a pageant with us, and we will once again offer music for the Church Walk and host 

Burning River Brass. 

Finally, as we turn the corner into 2026, I’m looking forward to experiencing a period of Renewal Leave during most of      

January and part of February. A plan for that time period was announced in worship on Sunday, August 24 by Staff Parish 

Relations Chairperson, Craig Reynolds. A FAQ   with more details about my leave can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  

It’s a joy to share ministry alongside you as we invite ordinary people to follow Jesus together! Let’s continue to open our-

selves to the work of the Spirit so that we become more like Jesus and join Jesus in ministry! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor David Rittgers 

Kind  words  
Gracious words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul, and health to the body.  Proverbs 16:24 

Pastor’s Ponderings: September 2025 

I would like to thank the church and everyone for sending me so many beautiful cards last week as person of the week. Your deep love 
and care mean a lot to me and my family.  I feel so blessed to be a part of this church.   Jyotsna Harris 

Thank you for the beautiful flowering plant and for naming us “persons of the week”, and thank you for the birthday wishes.              
Clyde & Joanne Ebert 

Thank you church for all of your cards and the plant. The most celebrated birthday for m e in a long time. Arlene Sipple  
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Above and Above Left: 

Ladies Night Out at 

Yellow Shovel Floral. 

 

Above: Another Helping Hands project           

completed! Mike Mann and Dave MacMas-

ter installed a new cupboard and counter-

top at the home of Jyotsna Harris.  

Below: Books set up in the Rose Room, just off the Sanctuary.  

With one table for adults and another for kids. The collection 

explores themes of racism and ties in with our current sermon 

series, Roots of Racism.  


